
 
 

                                           Pentecost Sunday 2020 

    

 
 

 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
As we were informed three weeks ago by our Bishop, we are not yet ready and able to 
resume the Celebration of Mass and the Sacraments with a full congregation present.  
Since the New York metropolitan area was the hardest hit of all regions of the country it 
will probably be the last to resume activity.  This is a continuing hardship for all of us.  
But, in the spirit of Pentecost, we need to use this time to deepen our understanding of 
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
 
Throughout the book in the Bible called the Acts of the Apostles, also referred to as the 
Gospel of the Holy Spirit, one sees that anytime some persecution or roadblock came to 
the early disciples of Jesus they used it to be led by the Holy Spirit to extend and widen 
their outreach to others in terms of proclaiming Jesus Christ.  We need to see and 
respond to the present crisis in the same way.  How might this be so for us right now? 
 
It is ironic that we consider one to be a religious person as the one who goes to Church. 
Yet now we can’t go to Church!  We are “locked in” at home. Therefore, we have to be 
“religious” at home!  By this I don’t mean watching televised Masses. There is no 
televised substitute for the Eucharist.  Not even the Pope’s Mass is a substitute.  But we 
can become “religious” at home when there is a true interaction and dialogue among the 
members of the family about the meaning of the Sunday Scriptures or different Bible 
verses.  We become “religious” at home when there is a family prayer time or rosary 
shared together.  We become “religious” at home when we check in on neighbors who 
have no family to assist them. 
 
All the above examples have the effect of promoting and deepening Faith even though 
this is a time of separation and isolation from Church!  Another paradox and irony!  
Another gift of the Holy Spirit! 
 
When we are able to join together for Mass again things will be very different for sure. 
We will be seated apart, the Sign of the Peace will take a different form, and we will 
remember that we receive both the body and blood of Christ even when we only receive 
the Host.  But on another level, we will be closer together because of our absence from 
one another for so long.  Our Signs of Peace will be accompanied with a prayer and 
respect for one another.  Our reception of Holy Communion will be carried out with a 
deep reverence  and renewed appreciation for the sacrifices made by Christ for our 
sakes. 
 
Because of the fiscal damage done by these months away we will be calling upon our 
parishioners to be more like disciples than just anonymous members of the Parish.  By 



that I mean that those who are able to come to Mass will also be called upon to 
contribute to the mission of the Church by sharing their time and talents as well as their 
treasure.  The financial damage to the Parish will mean a curtailment of many things 
people became used to as being provided by it.  Now, we will need everyone’s active 
help and participation to continue such services and events.  Most especially, people 
with knowledge and expertise in social media will be helpful so that our outreach to 
Seniors who cannot be exposed to large groups and young people who prefer 
communication via new means are reached and made feel part of and included in 
Parish life. These are just a few examples of what will be our “”new normal”. I anticipate 
calling upon people to volunteer their talents in other ways as well. 
 
As we are praying for the Holy Spirit to renew us and the face of the earth, let us 
remember that the Holy Spirit doesn’t like to work alone or apart from us! The Spirit of 
God should inspire us to do God’s work not just in the Church but at home, at work and 
on our block!  The doctors and nurses and other frontline workers showed us the way in 
all of this.  How their compassion and perseverance made a difference for so many!  
We thank them and we do well to imitate them. 
 
May Pentecost 2020 be a clarion call to all of us!  We beg the Holy Spirit to lift our spirits 
to see what love the Father has bestowed upon us in giving us His Son Jesus Christ 
and giving us one another to care for and love as ourselves!  Let us always remember 
that just as important as going to church, the Holy Spirit confirms us to be church for 
one another! 
 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 

 
 
Rev. Msgr. Richard M. Figliozzi 
Pastor 
 
 
P.S   Please share this message.  


