
100 Years as a Faith Community and Parish 

	
	

SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENNA RC CHURCH 
33 New Hyde Park Road, Franklin Square, NY 11010 (516) 352-0146 Fax (516) 437-4577 

www.stcatherineofsienna.org 
                             
 
 

 
March 25, 2020 -- Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord  
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Praying that you and your loved ones are safe during this upsetting time.  Let’s stay strong 
and hopeful that we might persevere as long as is necessary. 
 
I write to all of you on this special Feast Day which recounts the announcement of the 
Angel Gabriel to the young woman of Nazareth that she will conceive Jesus through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  As we make the ANGELUS prayer we say that “the WORD 
became flesh and dwelt among us”.  Yes, it really happened as the Angel told Mary it 
would.  God Became flesh for us.  In Jesus Christ, God enters our world and our lives.  
Jesus is with us at all the times of our lives, joyful and sorrowful. 
 
In the midst of these days without the public celebration of Mass, it was inspiring to see 
even the three to seven people present in the Church at different times on Sunday, March 
22, for private prayer.  As you know, state officials have given Churches permission to open 
for a reasonable amount of time on a daily basis.  For our Parish that means form 10am to 
5pm every day. 
 
While I was in Church on Sunday a person asked to go to confession.  Observing all the 
social distancing and safety requirements I was able to do that.  There also was a call to 
the office for a personal appointment for confession that was then made and carried out.  
Should you see one of the priests in Church during the time of a visit you may ask him to 
hear your confession but you are also asked to respect his answer if it be a negative one.  
Only the individual priest can make that decision himself trying to be mindful of his own 
medical condition and taking into account the necessary distancing and safety measures 
that are necessary right now.  Of course, like so many other realities today, we must 
exercise patience in every circumstance.  
 
The latest directive from the Diocese indicates that all Sacraments can only be celebrated if 
it is an EMERGENCY situation.  We are all disappointed that Funeral Masses and Wake 
Services can no longer be held but we all understand why this is so.  Should you lose a 
loved one during this time, a Memorial Mass may be scheduled for a future date.  
 
Our children and teenagers in Youth Ministry are receiving Faith Formation at home 
through the resources and creativity of our Catechetical Staff.  It is an example of social 
media being used in a positive way.  We hope parents using these resources (like 
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FORMED) that have always been available to families will continue to use them to reinforce 
classroom learning when we’re back to being able to offer that experience. 
 
A reminder also that all Mass Intentions for during this time are being fulfilled by your parish 
priests at private Masses. 
 
The most Sacred Days on our church calendar, Holy Week, are approaching.  These Holy 
days will be celebrated in our Church without a congregation present.  This is hard for all of 
us to fathom!  However, you can watch these being carried out by Pope Francis and our 
Bishop, John Barres, on the Catholic Faith Network.  My next letter to you at the start of 
Holy Week will be about keeping the spirit of those days at home.  
 
Let us continue in prayer for one another reminding ourselves of the meaning of the 
ANGELUS Prayer especially as we say, “the Word became Flesh and Dwelt Among Us”! 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 

 
 
Rev. Msgr. Richard M. Figliozzi 
Pastor 
 
 
P.S.  Please share this letter with fellow parishioners  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 

Msgr. Rick celebrating private Mass daily (as do all 
our Priests) offering the Mass intentions of day. 

	


