
    SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENNA RC CHURCH  
33 New Hyde Park Road, Franklin Square, NY 11010 (516) 352-0146 Fax (516) 437-4577     
                                                  www.stcatherineofsienna.org  
                              
  
  

      
    March 19, 2020 – Solemnity of St. Joseph, Husband of Mary Patron of the Universal Church  

 

 
Dear Parishioners,  

Today is the feast of St. Joseph – the foster father of Jesus, who provides us with a shining 
example of trust and hope in times of uncertainty and isolation.  We ask his intercession for 
all our families at this time.   
 
As I mentioned at my Masses last Sunday, it was uplifting to see people come to Church 
even though the obligation had been lifted by our Bishop so as to not cause more anxiety 
for people at this time.  And now, due to the advice of the health professionals, our Bishop 
has had to suspend all public gatherings in our Parishes (except for Funerals and already 
planned Baptisms and Weddings if not already rescheduled).   This is a great loss for our 
spiritual lives no doubt. However, let’s focus on what we can do now.   
 
Firstly, prayer can take place anywhere and at any time.  We are blessed to still have our 
Perpetual Adoration Chapel open and available for those who wish to visit.  Of course, 
prayer opportunities at home are ever present.  Watching the Catholic Faith Network and 
EWTN will provide you with a sense of staying connected with the Church and your fellow 
believers.   
 
For those who wish, I will make the Church building available for private visits on 
SUNDAYS, from 10:00AM to 5:00PM.  Just keep in mind the self-distancing guidelines.   
 
Also, I want to assure you that Mass Intentions will be fulfilled but perhaps not at the exact 
time or on the exact day they were first scheduled for.  Fathers Allan, Jerzy, Emmanuel 
and myself will be offering Mases without any attendance of the public in order to satisfy 
the Intentions taken in for during this time period.   
 
Secondly, regarding the Sacrament of Confession (Penance or Reconciliation), the best we 
could do at this time is to offer it by appointment only.  Plus, in doing so, you must be 
mindful that all self-distancing guidelines must be respected.  Also, those families 
preparing young people for First Holy Communion and Confirmation have been contacted 
by our Faith Formation Office regarding options available to them based on the directives 
of our Diocese and local Health Officials.   
 
Thirdly, I would ask that you be especially mindful of seniors and homebound neighbors 
who may have difficulty getting basic provisions from supermarkets.  This is a time for true 
charity in understanding the needs of all.  Our Outreach Office is open for all those 
experiencing a special need right now.   

	 



Lastly, I just want to assure you of all your parish priests’ prayers.  Like Saint Joseph, we 
will do  
our best to care for you in whatever way we can.  Don’t hesitate to call upon us for the 
Sacraments of the Church.  
 
St. Padre Pio offered some good advice for times like this, He counsels: “Pray, Hope, and 
Don’t Worry!”  AMEN!  
  
Hope to see you again soon – in church – where we all belong and which we all belong to!  
  
Saint Catherine of Sienna, pray for us!  
  
Sincerely in Christ,  
  

  
  
          Rev. Msgr. Richard M. Figliozzi  
          Pastor  
  
   
        P.S. – Please forward this message to all fellow parishioner!  Thanks!      

  
  

 


