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April 5, 2020 
 
Passion (Palm) Sunday 
Beginning of Holy Week  

 

Dear Parishioners, 

Holy Week 2020!  Days we would be stopping our usual routine and joining together in prayer as we 
live through the days of our Lord Jesus’ Passion, Death and Resurrection. Wait a minute.  So this 
Holy Week does have similarities to our usual practice.  The only difference being that instead of 
joining in prayer in church we will be accomplishing the same at home!  The prayer part is most 
important, not so much the place this year.  Join me in reflecting on the meaning of these most 
special days. 
 
     Passion (Palm) Sunday (to be celebrated in Church in a private ceremony at 8:30am) 
 

 “As Jesus entered Jerusalem the whole city was stirred to its depths, demanding, ‘who is this?’                           
And the crowd kept answering, ‘this is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee’” 
(Matthew 21:1-11) 

 
     The whole city’s attention is on Jesus.  “Who is this?” they asked. 

 
 Family Prayer Time: Before the main meal together, have each family member express who Jesus is                   
for them.  Then let everyone join in with prayers of praise and thanks to God for sending us Jesus to 
be our Savior.  Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 

 
 
     Holy Thursday (Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper to be celebrated in Church at a private 

ceremony at 7pm) 
 
     “I give you a new commandment: love one another as I have loved you.” (John 13:34) 
 
     Jesus washes the feet of his disciples as an example of love for one another.  
 
Family Prayer Time: Let everyone reflect on what Jesus is teaching us about the true example of 
what love should look like.  Love cannot just be about words or a good feeling.  It’s about sacrifice.  
Give family members an opportunity to speak how they will put Jesus’ example into practice in their 
own life.    
 
 
      



	
	

     Good Friday (the Passion of the Lord to be celebrated in church at a private ceremony at 7pm)  
 
    “Father, I put my life in your hands.” (Luke 23:46)  
 
     These are the words of Jesus in the face of death on a cross.  
 
Family Prayer Time:  Place the family Crucifix on a table in the middle of all members.  Let everyone 
mention their fears at this time.  Then, have each member repeat Jesus’ words noted above and 
conclude with the Lord’s Prayer (the Our Father).  
 
     Holy Saturday (Jesus in the tomb.) 
 

As Christians, we are not preparing to celebrate Jesus’ Funeral but His Resurrection. Gather 
some flowers or a plant to place by the family crucifix.  Gather some flowers or plant to bring to 
church to place by the Cross that no longer holds His body.  

 
 
    Easter Vigil of the Lord’s Resurrection (to be celebrated Saturday, April 11 at a private ceremony 

in the Church at 7pm)  
 
    “This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad.”  (Psalm 118) 
 
     Especially at this time we feel the power that comes from Jesus’ victory over sin and death to 

bring us all the gift of eternal life!  We are helpless by ourselves.  It is only the Lord who offers this 
hope. 

 
Family Prayer Time:  Let everyone renew their Baptismal Promises by praying together the Apostles 
Creed (found online) and each member holding a prayer candle to signify that it is Jesus who 
overcomes the darkness of sin and death. 
 
    Easter Sunday of the Lord’s Resurrection (Masses will be celebrated privately by the priests of the 

Parish during the morning hours.)  
 
    “Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia” (Praise the Lord!) 
 
Family Prayer Time:  Play your favorite Easter hymns and music.  We sing “Alleluia” again after 40 
days of lent because “The Lord is Risen.  He is truly Risen!” 
  
 
 
Practical Notes:  
 

1) The Church is OPEN DAILY for private prayer from 10am to 5pm. 
 

2) Noting the time for the special private services listed above, try to join in prayer during those 
times by reading the Scriptures of the day (found online). 

 
 

3) When visiting the Church each of the Holy Days, please remember to keep all social 
distancing and safety directives. 



	
	

 
4) When visiting the Church on Easter Sunday, you are invited to bring flowers or a small plant to 

place around the cross that will be found in the center of the Sanctuary. 
 

 
5) Your Easter Offering to the Parish is especially needed and appreciated this year.  Please be 

as generous as your means allow remembering we have not had a regular collection since the 
weekend of March 8th.  You may mail in whatever donation you can offer at this time.  May 
God bless your thoughtfulness and sacrifices.  

 
          A Happy and Blessed Easter to All! 

 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 

 
 
Rev. Msgr. Richard M. Figliozzi 
Pastor 
 
 
P.S.  Please share this letter with fellow parishioners  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


